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Fuly 7, 2604

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federa]l Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

R@?Dockmﬁ
‘__F__—————_M

Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden Lharges and fees on prepald ua!lmg card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and tmhtary
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of nceds. Many of these consumers do-not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local tdcphm
service. For these consumers, a prepald card may be the only option they have o stay connevted
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appumtment or
stay int touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and prtdmla.blc SRSt 88

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged arcas, CONSUMErs. literaliy
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling curds are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an aﬁwd( bl aitamatwc [{FB LS gular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do 1f it mfllcts new “in-state™ aceess chiirges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local miﬁtph{me N
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers tfhat ca.n ltﬂi aﬂ'ﬁrﬂ fo
bear it. :

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone compames Wl" substamnally lncrease the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and dectde that
t to the exorbitant new access charges and other f'ecs

cesl ommissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jopathan Adelstein
Senator K4 bison.

Senator edrﬂ"f'l

Congresspersen
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Tuly 9,204

el Powe]l
icationy Cononission

District 10 in ashin,gtcn Heights is nearly 85% Letino and conmns a larg’e mﬂlgram
and low 4 o commuunity. We have worked hard to premote écohomic dcve?opmaﬂ‘t

in my d strict |n the last several ycars, but many of thesge individuals still du not haves:
strong ¢ tedit History or bank accounts, let alone the cash to meke the befty deposﬂ mdﬂd
to subm tihc tq local telephone servica. As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the oply: -

o for talking to their family, employers, tmd athcr pwple we' aﬂ&n take: fur

ihg only a phons call away.

———

optiun - boy
grantsd as be

Law-ir jamc gnd minosity housebolds would be pamcn!arly hm'd bit by thesc mcma#cs
Maore t a2 half of honscholds carning less thun $20,000 per year have used callmg emis
a5 havi 70% of African-American sud over 40% of Lating houncholda PR _
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Quite sixx ply, |driving up the cost of pre-paid callirig oaf-ds Wcaulfi havean 1mmesdmt= '
impact uj on Washingtan Heighta and my congtituents. 1 strongly urge you to mﬁ‘m
from imp »sing new access charges and fees on these hnportint services. S

Sincerely

Miguel b artirjez
Council } {ember, 10% District

ce:  Crmmjssioner Michael Copps
c ssioner Kathleen Aberpathy
C 'mmjssioner Kevin Martin

ioner Jonathah Adslstein

S patof Charles Schumer
S« patot Hillary Rodham Clinton

Fage 2/2
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Comunission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: C‘D’c—:::?c;t“fd—m

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other xmnonty communities rely upon low-cost teleccmmumcntmns m K 10
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introd)

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, unmedmtcly hannmg mtlllcns ﬁf .
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. '

I understand that the FCC js considering applying “in-state™ a'écess chayrges and nﬂmr feeson -
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or thum ;

establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means nedessary to subscribe 1q local
telephone scrvics, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set &ﬁm&a& ta
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face snrmiar chailengas

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avaitable — w:thout thein, WMSM
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Ra:smg the price b?prepmd :
calling cards will directty harm individuals who can least afford price increases. -« "

Imposing in-state charges WOuld amount to a substantial increase in the cost of pmpmd calls,
destroying the utility of cafling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, lomll
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card toa -~
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less afTordable,._Plzase

Yook out for consumers and refuse to impose new access chargw and fces on pmpa:d Y]
Services. :

Smcerely,

\\fw\%&z\ 204 1Y

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator b—\* L‘W‘-‘! RN o
Senator V). § iwla-._L Lo
Congressperson ¢ \/a%_ HBHHN :

oot
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Commaunications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

- WC Docket No. 03-133  ©

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommmucanom suwm _
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or: aﬂbrdabie housing: t@_-ﬂ ;
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FET is a proposal that:
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, xmmcdiateiy hanmag
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and otheér fees'on -
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes'or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local |
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable. ' aws
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challcngf:s

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avallable wlthout thcm, many conwmcrs
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raismg the price I?f prepaid:
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least aﬂ’ord pnce mcreases. ;

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls
destroying the utlhty of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers, Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling cardtoa -

customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access cha; ges and fees on prepmﬁ callmg card
services.

ccs: Commlsswner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissioner]onathm .

Senator ' . (/_,Q—‘),-—
Senator M@M % J\i‘l«_‘/\
Congressperson

Zool
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel]

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

‘WC Doékw

Dear Chairman Powell,

T am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new h:dden charges and fees on prﬁpa:d galling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college s_tudéﬂfs fx_ndj-'ﬁ'lilital_'y
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do ot
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone .
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls 10 look for a job, for affordablc housing. make a doctor’s appointtent, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and pred:uable Cost, a8
there are no hidden fees or charges In economically disagvantaged areas, consumers literally -
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. ‘Prepaid caﬂmg cards svg . :
indispensable to consumer groups becausc they arc an affor&abie altcmahvc 'to re a4t
wireless telephone services. : -

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wil} do if it inflicts new “m stnte” access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone . °
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can Jeast aﬂ'ord to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wrll substannaliy mcrease the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other: commm .
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers b dh
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,

Commissioner Michael Cop 5
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissigner Jonathan Adelstejn
Senator MALM\A

Senator

\
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
PUERTO RICAN/HISPANFG*\TASK FOHCE

HOH, PRTER M, RIVERA
CHAIRRAN

DANEL HGUERDA W
EXECUTIVE IRECTER

1y 8, 2004

hairman Michael Powell
bderal Communications Commussion

ashington, DC 20554
TTTT—

P

ear Chaipman Powell:

he Puerto Rican and Latino com.mumty of New York has be s the
pnoficiary of lower prices and new services from propaid callmg cards. But
ose benefite are now at risk, and members of the community may saon gee
ices for these cards increase, simply so that lerge local tclephorw cbmpames
bn collect inflated “access charges' on the calls we make. S

fany of my constituents stay co:mu.md bv using calling razds Qver forty
brcent of Lating households have daéd thcm to make keeping by soushmore
ordable. At a time in which gas costs over $2 per galion and: thc cost of
b or consumer products are rising, the Latino community showld fot be asked
take money from its pockets to plage jtin the txs.nds of“s
bmpanics in Americs. :

[any Latino consumers cannot afford telephons servics, }:im‘ﬁcularly when
jquired by the local phone company to make hefty deposits before a
lephone line to their home is conngeted. Pre-paid calling cards give thf.sc
herwise “disconnected” Latinos the ability to lock for jobs, find affordabie

hbusing, make an appointment for a doctor, and stay in touch wath. fa.tmiy

ross the country by utilizing public payphones or by using. wl&p&m& of

iends and neighbors. In addifion, small businesses may use rm;éc cards to

ncp their telecom costs fixed and low, which can be ampoﬁam'
[ & new, minority-owned mtcrpme ‘
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I urgd the Commission mot to add new aécéss charges and oter fees 16 pre-
paid ¢alling card services. If you do, the nation’s most price-sensiive . :
'telcpl)ono consumers will immediately feel the burden. RO

Sifqrely, ~

eted M. Rivera
Member of Assembly

cc: | Commissioner Michael Copps
Corumissioner Kathloen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Charles Schumer '
Senator Hillary Clinton
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Mfichae] Powell

Dear Chairgnan Powell,- _ _ L
I am writing 1o ask that the FCC pot imposc new hzdden chzrgesmdf {ing card
services, o SRR

Minorities, Jow-income families, senior ¢itizens, immigrants, college students and military
farmilies rely upon calling card sevvices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do nat
have a credft history, bank aocounts, or the means to pay 2 lsrgs deposit for local tniephnne
servics. Fof these consumers, a prepaid card may bo the cnly option they have to gtay connected
~to make Hhone calls.to Jook for » job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appuoibitinent, or
stay in touch with family aod friends. These cards offer convenieace and prediciable cost, as
there are nq hidden fees or chatges. Tn economically disadvantaged srens, congumers iierally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incredse. Prepald calling card§
indispensatlle 10 copsumer groups because they are an affordnblc a!mmaﬁve
wireless te]gphone services. _ o

But such price hikes sre precisely what the FCC will do ifit m.f}:cts new v #tate” #CcEss charges
and other fges on pre-paid catds, The fees would funnel dirsctly to large local telepharie
companies phile the burden would fal) squarely upon those consumers that can Jeast afford to

bearit,

Adding accpss charges to be paid to local telephon: companies will substan: mﬂy incregse the per
minute chzigas on pre-paid calls, jeoperdizing the bencfits Latino and other communities gain

from these fervices. Plense stop any effort 1o raise rates-on American consumises and décide that
these serviges are not subject to the exorbitant new Séms ehnrgos !.nd oﬁiﬂ‘

Sincerely,

o Cotnussioper Jonathan Adelstsin
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 ]12th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

: ocket No, Ua-

Dear Chatrman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services ta
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to Jocal
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards arc the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm indjviduals who can least afford price increases.

Impaosing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
SErvices,

Sincerely,
%ﬂu 4 % ﬂzqmu{ Jtig
 cos:

Commissioner Mi¢hael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator

Congressperson

GO3/004
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

(RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Dear Chayrman Powell:

Latino and other minerity communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upen services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consureers nationwide,

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularty those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
le]lephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling ¢ards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, Jocal
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling cardto a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

services.
A e

ces:  ACommissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson

Sincerely,
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

_ T —
RE: WC Docket No. 03-133\‘

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not imposc new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. I you
move 1o increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many Jow-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
Jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,

Oy

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 5. W,

Washington, DC 20554

s i

RE; WC Docket No. 03-133"

Desar Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low—cnst telecornmumcatzens services: to
accomplish many every day tasks, from locking for a job or affordable housing to staying in "
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fets upon services upon which we depend 1mmedmtely harmmg m;ll' )
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. ,

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in- state” decess charges and other feeson-

certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly thosc on fixed incomes or- ti'm‘s& '

establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary lo subscribe 1o locel
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards tu stay connected at set aﬁ'ordabie rates‘f:' '
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face sumlar challenges. : ;

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many musnmers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Ra:smg the price of ; prepa:d R
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to & substantial increase in the cost nf prepmd cails o
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, loual
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a:
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. - Pl&asje

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepmd caﬂmg n:ard_
services. .

Sincerely, Mﬂu i% /7

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathieen Abemathy
Commissioner Xevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adeistein
Senator thdohisr

Senator %\ "
Congressperson

X

doo1
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

R@c Docket No. 03-133 ™

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepmd calhng cards *Lfy
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmonty 0: :
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their cnmmnmtles -

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houschalds with incomes
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are 50 prevalent in part | bauause _," '
they save consumers money. '

With gas and milk pnces already holdmg fixed and low income consumers hostage we. should E
not be faced with rising tr,lephone servive costs as well. In particular, many low-incomie .
households who are on fixed incomes .u2pend entirely upon prepaid service because iy cantiot.
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit r=quirements that 1ocal phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumer: can make calls from payphones or ﬂtz telephdnes
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we Jook for -
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have,

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards, ',‘_‘_
- Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiories of such -

charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mtemts aver corporate gam by keepmg

affordable prepaid calling cards a priority, -

Sincerely,

oo O_Lhus Tea " \)
ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy

Commissioner Kevin Martin

Comimnissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator ’lu ohisrn.

Scnator 4\"\47&.
Congresspe.rson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powel]

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

S "—%‘\\
RE; WC Docket No. 03-133
__ﬁ—//

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees vpon prepaxd callmg cnrd", I you
move to increase the cost of these cards, yon will simply drive up the cost for mmor‘it’y or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their com.munmes

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase i‘or pre,—pmd en}lmg emi!;_ :
approximately 43% of Latino bouseholds use them. Indced, half of the hougeholds with inmmes
- below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg casds are 50 prs:valent in part begas
they save consumers money. ;

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and ]ow mc.ome conmmers hostﬁge
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-incotfis
households-whe are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because:they cannot’
mect the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phone companies insist uipon | befura
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones-or the telephones
of family members and neighbors, We can use these cards to stay “conniected” as we look for
Jabs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtments thal we all have. 3

I simply find it ummagmable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees.on these cards
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Jargest beneficiarics of stmh
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer lnterc:m aver corpnrate gam by
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

% Q@“ b /w\l?

Commissioner Machael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senatar | Beu
Senstor 7,

Congressperson 5,)
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae! Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20554

RE{WC Dogket No. 03-133 ™

Dear Chairtnan Powell:

Latino and other mmonty communitics rely upon low-cost talecommumcatlons mku;
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or &ffordable housing t stayln
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FGC is a proposat that wonld: oduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend unmedlataly harmmg millions

Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is consadcrmg applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees olaf .
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local .
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set aﬁ"ordable rm
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face snmlar chaﬂenges :

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avaﬂable without ﬂ'wm m:my Wts _
could, quite literally, be left without necess to telephone service. Rmsmg the ‘price Gf’ﬁrzp&ﬁ e
callmg cards will directly harm individuals who can Jeast afford pnce mmasea

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepa:d Cﬁlbt
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card toa -
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantiaily less affordable. Please

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access Chm’bﬁ‘v and fees on prepaid wilmg cdrd ‘.
SBWICCS

smcmlyp/é L/ [ q‘aﬁcﬁ7//c;

- ecs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jona Adelstein
Senator <

Senator {2

Zoo1
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE@OCI(SM}

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should net impose new access charges and fees upon pfel:iald':cal!iﬂg
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for m_ ;
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-pald cailmg earés;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houscholds with incaines
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money. : :

With gas and milk prices already hoIding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we shnnld
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many iow-mnma
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becausbﬂwy cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upoi Before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these catds to stay “connected” as we Jook for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoumnem:; that we all hava

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargcs and fees on these r.:ards
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Jargest beneficiaries of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mterests aver corpomtt gnin“ Bjr keﬂpillg
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. : S Ny

ccs:  Commissioner Michacl Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson

Sincerely,
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel]

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

L

——
REA\WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powelh:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid balliiig 'cﬁ'rds 1k ym{ ;
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmorxty ot
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitics.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price mircase for pre-paid calling cﬁrds
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households With, icomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg mﬁs are 50 preva!ent in t&ﬂﬂ hwml'se
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumcrs hﬂ&tﬁgﬁ ‘we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-ificome
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service bename they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look fof
Jobs, huat for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomiments that we all have.. '

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i 1mpose new charges and &es on thxm A;ai‘ds
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of mﬁ
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mterests over cm-porate gain by lmping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely, ' | /{{ o .
7% ;2 A
e i AR

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

(WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should net impose new access charges and fees upon: p'répmd calling cards: If yo
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmn :
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumtaes '

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pnee increase for pre-pmd talling: cards
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the bouseholds with incomes

below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent i m becanse R
they save consumers money. ‘

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many Jow-income - :
households who ate on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they-cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphonds ortheulsghones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we-look for-
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtmen‘ls ‘that we a!i hme

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new cha:g‘cs and feas on‘-thesg cmrﬂs.}
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of suoly -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intercets over corporate gain by keepmg
aﬂ'ordable prepaid calling cards a priority. :

(Lenl //{V QM@@

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

enato: VD S
gon‘gr:ssg%‘rsgn\d e 't_bv\,o Q\.Jo-r ‘ ')

Sincerely,
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.
Washington, DC 20554

e

__‘———\\\
RE{WC Docket No. 03-133™,

Chairman Powell;.

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling ca.rds. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmonty or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their connnumtles

The Latino comrmurity is particularly sensitive to any prlcr. increase for pre-paid callmg cardﬁ e
approximately 43% of Latino households vse them. Indeed, half of the houscholds with & mnambs
below §20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards ate 50 preva}ant in plu; e U
they save consumers money. _ :

With gas and milk pnccs a!rcady holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we shauld
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, oAy low-income -
households who are on fixed incomes depcnd entirely upon prepaid service because they ca.nnot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connccted” as we lock fi :
Jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily nppomtments that we: a]l h&w ;

1 simply find jt unimaginable that the FCC would i 1mposc riew charges and fees o t&eﬂi cartis
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be'the iargest beneficiaries of soch
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intcrests over corporatc glin Ey iteepin;
affordable prepaid calling cards » prionty

Sincerely, L
ﬁfiri; @%@@&—65' a .OKGLQ:"-{',":'Z

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Katbleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstem
Senator

Senator jo),
Congresspetson ‘% .V[ e %B\P«m-«.. (M ,4.)
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

“WC Docket No. 03 \3\

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other mmonty communities rely upon iow-cost telecommumcahon'; services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying i
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would: nnmdiwc
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, lmmedlately harmmg \ ?lmns of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. - e .

I undcrstand that the FCC is con51der1ng applying “in- state” access chm‘gds and mher foex
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes.of
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other me4ns necessary 1o subscribe to Tocal
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards 10 siay connected at et affor‘d&hie rates
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similas challenges. SRR

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avatlable without them, many msmners
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service - Ralsmg the pric repaids
callmg cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price mcrcases :

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substant:al increase in tht cnst of ; f
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the lirge, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to's
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Piease
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling: eard
Ser\’ICBS . . ;

Sincerely,

ot el

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson

doo1



July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel]

Federal Communications Commission
445 12tk Street, S'W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE(M?A No. 03-133

Dear Chairman Powell:

Letino and other minority communities rely upon Jow-cost telecommumcat:ons services w
accomplish many cvery day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in-
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would infroduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harmmg md!i(ms ﬁf
Latinos and other consumers nationwide,

I understand that the FCC is considering applying m-st.ate” access charges and othés feesog -
certajn prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, paﬂwufnﬂy those on fixed incoimes t&ose
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and othey means necessary 1o subscribe 6 ot
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set aﬁ‘ardable rattes
Students, immijgrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

‘1.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - w1thout them many consumers
could, quite litesally, be left without access to telephone service. Ramng the price of prepmd

calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford prlcc mcreascs

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial i mcrease in the cost of prepa;d cails
destroying the utllny of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers Allowing the iarge Socal:
telephorne companics to collect such charges, even when they do not selt the calling ¢&
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable: Please
Jook out for consumers and refuse Lo impose new access charges and fees on prepald cal!mg card
services, -

Si ncerely,

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy U
Commissioner Kevin Martin o
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein s
Senator

Senator 77, 607"!7’)

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

T

REWC Docket No. 03-133 ™

Dear Chairman Powell,

T am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid callmg card
services. ,

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants. college students and military -
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of necds.  Many of these consumers do’ not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local te]ephune
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have 1o stay ¢ cormectcd
— to make phone calls to Jook for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoirtment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers. hmally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid cal]mg cards are-- -
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an atfordable alterpative to regula: and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state® access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large Jocal telephone | -
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can Jeast aﬂ'ord 0
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to Jocal telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps : 'f,‘: L NVNE i AL
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy ‘ : e
Commissiorer Kevin Martin R
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein :
Senator e
Senator
Congressperson

Sincerely,




07T/12:2

e o

001 09:16 FAX

July 7, 2004

Chairman Michacel Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RELWC Docket No. 03-133 .
13-ka3

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am wnting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid cal}mg card
services. e

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military.
families rely upon caliing card services for a varicty of needs.  Many of these consumers do ot
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Jocal telephone
service. For these consumers, 2 prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay conaected
~ to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and fricnds. These cards offer convenience and predictable Tost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In econamically disadvantaged areas, consumers.lit
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are: -
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wircless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to Jarge Jocal telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that ¢an least afford ta
bear it. :

Adding access charges to be pajd to local telephone companies will substantially increast the per
mipute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other commumtxes gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and de::-lde that
thesc services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps e e oo
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy PR i
Commissioner Kevin Martin AL
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein _
Senator e S
Sepator
Congressperson

@oo2 004
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RECWC Docket No. 03-133 133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not imposc new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or .
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitjcs.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calhng cards
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, haif of the households with inéomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling ca:ds are so prevalent in part bacause
they save consumers money. :

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we $hrm‘id
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income-
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. ‘With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we Jook for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we afl have, .. -

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephane companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intercsts over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,

A RN

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps ‘ fo Lo '.,:v:
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy L e
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Sepator
Congressperson

Aoo3 ond
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE; WC Docket No. 03133

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latinc and other minority communities rely upon low-cost ieiécomﬁmmcatsoné sérvice.'s’tu
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to stayingin ...
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce :

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, unmed:a‘tely harmmg rm]iim ﬁf
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. '

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and othet fees an.
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes of ﬂmse
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other mesns ticcessary to subscribe to local -~
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards ta stay vonnected at set-affordable me's.:;
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges S e

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available wnhcut th:m, many; i
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephoné service. Ra:smg the prwe nf
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least aﬁbrd pnce mcreasea

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost nf_ prep_a_n&' calls, -
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the callingcardtoa
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Plesse
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepald callmg card
services.

ces: “vimissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
~ Commissioner Kevin Martin

W Comimissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator &4

Senator l‘m '
Congresm (Gl) .
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

T
RE{WC Docke@-

—

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid callmg ca!'d
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, coilbgc students and mxhtary :
familics rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs.- Many of these consumers do- nat*-"‘
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay # large déposit for local talephom :
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay vommeotsd
~to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a dactor's. appot 4

stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience arid predictablés ¢
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged aress, consumers: htm]ly :
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are '

indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and :
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it mﬂ:cts new “in-state” access chargcs
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large loca! telephone.

companies while the burden would fall squarely upon thosc consumers that can least aﬁ‘ﬁrd to
bear it. :

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies w:ll substamlally mmse the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gaify:
from these services, Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers an& decxdiz h‘m
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other f‘r:es '

Sincerely,

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps \/ :
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy .7 -
Commissioner Kevin Martin /\%
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator /4”1 Hutchesmn.
Senator oK a oy

Corngressperson (14 ¢ bls A' Qonufe;,
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 3.W,

Washington, DC 20554

/"TX—F——\
* WC Docket No. 03-133™,

Chairman Powell;

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling uafds If }’W
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmorﬂy or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their conunumtms

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pncc. increase for pra-pa;d cailmg cards‘m :
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with fissomes
below §20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calhngeards are so. prevalem in pﬂﬂ- eCause
they save conswners nmoney. B

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers h’ustag’e, we shouﬂ-% :
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 3
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cahnot:
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phione companies insist upon l%efure
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tr.l«phones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look fot
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtmems that we all have

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i 1mpose new charges and fees on ﬂxesu cardu :
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such %
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corpomte gmn by keepi g
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. , o

Sincerely,

Ol my }z?>?5<”

ces:  Commissioner Michae! Copps T
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy S
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator Ma/usdu.—
Senator

Congressperson #ﬂ"‘- M
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 [2th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE{ WC Docket No. 03.-_13/3,

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and feca upan prepaid callmg cards fyo
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmon ot
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commnmhes

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pnce increase for pre-pmd mﬂmg cards,
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houselictds 'with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-pald calling cards are so prevalent i part because
they save consumers money. B,

With gas and milk pnces already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage we sho&ld
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particalar, many Jow-incof
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becausé they nﬂnﬂot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upofn:
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or'the .
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we for
_}obs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we ah have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i 1mpos-e new charges and fees on these cards
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest bencficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interasts over corpocate galn by keepmg
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

1o At 7@%

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jopathan Adelstein
Senator Mz&,@m

Senator ngpujn

Congressperson

Sincerely,

ool
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Tuly 7, 2004
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W,
Washington, DC 20554

. . ’-’*""""—_‘—_\
RE{WC Docket No. 03-133 ™

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden chargeq and fees on prf:*}.nd calhng card
services,

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, 1mm1granis, college students and'_'_"
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many. of thcse cong
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local te
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they havg_
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s,appbmtment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictible cost, #8
there are no hidden fees or charges In economically disadvantaged areas, consurers hterﬂ y
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are -
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affbrdable alternative to’ regular mdf
wireless telephone services. :

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it mﬂ:cts new “in- sune” iétess ' ha.rgcs
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local te.lnpheﬁ :
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumiers that can least afforﬂ to
bear it. -

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially inicreasethe per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other commuriities gaifi.

from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates an Ainerican consumiers and. deude that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access chargm and other f&u B '

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein ..
Senator b

Senator W
Congressperson %

o001
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae! Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

“ WC Docket No. 03- 11;

Dear Chairman Powell,

Services.

Minorities, low-income families, seniot citizens, immigrants, college students and ml
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many «of thess consé E
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local whphcm': w
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stny congected
—to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appomtmmt, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally.
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incresse. Prepaid calling cards are 7
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an ar{m dabie altemame to rugular and ;-
wireless telephone services. C :

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do ﬁ' it mﬂlcls new “in-state ‘ ﬁﬁﬁ}ges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to !a&ge local te[e;ﬂ '

companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that Lan m aﬁbrd‘tc
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wiil substantlal‘iy increase tha per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Pleasc stop any cffort to raise rates on Amcrican consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and ofher fees :

- Sincerely,

. ,,J déwp /OMy

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator ¥ W74 4 T

SenatorfﬁU\:h,‘J |
Congrcsspérson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

—

RE{’WC Docket No. 03-133
__v___-__‘__'__‘_/

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden Lharg'es and fe.u on pwpa:d cn[lmg cm‘d
services. - :

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, 1mm1grants college studcnts and xmhtary
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs; Many of these conistr _
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for ioc&l tehphone-"':;t :
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
—to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, &',
there are no hidden fees or charges In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literat}
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are -
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altemam\fe to regular :md
wireless telephone services. : _

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new m~state” acc&ss chm'gcs
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephaﬂe
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can Ieast aHord m
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid 10 local telephone companies will substdnnatly mcreast the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other mmmumtif:s gam
from these services. Please stop any cffort to raise rates on Awerican coasumers and. dectda thsx
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access ahm’b,f.f- and other fees. .

Sincerely,

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin -
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein”

Senator M \L\J)Lk

Senator (}, ol L
Congrcssperson
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